The use of the 'Appropriate Adult' Scheme (a preliminary report)
Details of a research study, funded by MENCAP, on the use of Appropriate Adults are given. A great deal of attention has been given recently to diverting the mentally disordered from the criminal justice system. This preliminary report discusses what happens to those who stay in the system--i.e. who are kept in police custody and eventually appear at court. Facilities are available under the Appropriate Adult Scheme for offenders seen to be mentally disordered or handicapped to have with them a 'responsible person' when they are interrogated by the police. The questions now posed are: does such a scheme work, and is the offender given protection under it?